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i. 19. If there be \no' 


Was is ho duty. ay + 
2. Did the Apoſtles after our Say | 


alcenfion keep this day © 7 Tabs other: rin ms Ah 24 


m y of Chriſts birth 2: 
<holineſſe then they ? 


Sughe to have bin obſerved? 
4 Was it obſerved in the primitive” 


E Chirch for the firſt hundred yeares? 
/5 How came it to be Chriſts day 2- tell 


-ts' the original hereof that we may know | 


I whetheri it beof God or man? Is. it. like tq 
&;-þ beof God and no footſtep at all left herect 
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muckfor cheir heaps of Traditions as is or- 
'dinafil faidfor the obſervation of this day. 
He that would read more on this ſubj ft 
.may ſee in Maſter D. Cawdry his' Book a- 
gra Dofor Hammond of ſuperſtitious 
worſhip and holy dayes, alſoin Mr.Baxter. 
'Ff it could be proved to be the mind of 
- God that wethould obſerve aday in memo- 
"of Chrifts birch, I doubt not but that 
ere'are many yet left among us ' who 
-would make conſcience hereof, although it 
be now forbidden by: the Maoiſt rate. But 


1t 1s ſo far from being a duty that it 18no | 


hard matter toprove it td be'alin. 

For firſt it' cannot” be denyed but that 
there is ſuch a ſinas wil-worſhip, which is a 
- breach of the ſecond'Commandmeit, 'Emr- 
aoIgnoxeiz, Thetefore Tecondly,ſee if this be 
notthat ſin: 

Parens defines it thus, *Ev2c9gnoxeut eff 
ſpecies ſubtilior Ids Jolatrie quum Dems colitur 
commentis humantis,Col. 2.8. Hominum tra= 
ditiones, Flem, zer(.16. 18. & 23. Aſhew of 
wiſdom, cultn volzntario, &c. 


Def. Wil-worſhipi 154 more refined kindy 


of Idolatry, when God is worſhiped with 
| I ; ayes of Mans devifing, 
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cepto ſecundo prohibitum quo vero Deo cultus 
efhibetur indebitus quoad afius & media reli- 
gionis externa. 240 F 

If then the obſervation of a day in me- 
mory of our Saviours birth,be ai invention 
ofman; If it be cxlt#s indebitus (eſpecially 
being counted a matter - of conſcience by 
ſome) It cannot eſcape the juſt cenſure of 
wil-worſhip, ſuperſtition, a 1d a breach of 
the ſecond Commandment. | 

Objection, Doe not men apoint dayes of 
thankſgivingFfor mercyes received,and it is 
eſteemed a duty 2 yea ſome men keep yearly 
their birth-day or wedding-day,and on that 
day feaſt and give to the poor. How muck 
more may, we apolnt aday tokeep in me-.. 
mory the greateſt mercy that ever mankind” 
enjoyed ?- Is this great memoriall. of our 
Saviour efteemed wil-worſhip, and ſuper- 
ſtition; and therefore {inful]. Andareour ' 
ordinary dayes of thankſzwing for provi- 
dential tranftent mercyes eſteemed dutyes? 

Anſw. If man apoint dayes ofmemornals. 


and commemoration of mercies received,it 
| isJawfull for theſame power that apointed 


them, or any ſucceeding powers toalter 


them, or take them cleanaway. Here is no 


ſaperſtition,we enjoy our Chriſtian liberty, * 
no obligationiyes on the conſcience, butfanm. - 
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this memorial of Chrniſts nativity, .we con 
tend for it as neceflary, and find fault with 
them that omit it, which proves that we 
affe& this tune ſuperſtitioully. 
2d, Anſw, Jf God had not already laid: 
own, and apointed what memorials of his 
on Jeſs Chriſt he would have tobeob- 
ſerved in bis Church : we then might have 
done it, and: the objetion-might have the 
more ſtren? 2th: Bur where God hath de- 
elared what memorials of Chriſt he will 
have; For man to come in and ſuper-ad,is- 
a breach of the ſecond Commandment; and 
2 fin frequently condemned in Scripture 3 
Thisis to worſhip God with mens inventi- 
ons, to find fault with his wiſedom, as if he 
did not enough; and therefore wewilldoe. 
more : This is to ſet our poſt by his Poſts, 
and our threſhold by his threſhold,as Ezek, 
43. 8. which the holy Ghoſt cals abomina-. 
tion. The memorials which God hath ap- 
pointed are 1n every week the firſt, day, and 
this meerly in thankfulneſs for Jeſus Chriſt, 
for before the coming of Chriſt there was: 
another day ſet apart forthe ſervice of God, 
And 2aly, The two Sacraments are com- 
nzemorations of the Lord Jeſus,'.among o-+ 
ther uſes of them. The Lords Supper we 


Arecommanded tocelebrate often, that ſo. 
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we. may keep'a frequent: remembrance. of - 


our Saviour Chrift.. And obferve that it ig 
2 conſtant begining of departure from God 
to worſhip: him-in wayes of vjur. owndeyis, 
ling, and- conſequently with.times of..ons 
own deviſing,. when as wehave times pre- 
ſcribed by himſelf. - In this we follow the 
Papiſts, who in all parts of Gods worſhip 
have ſome addition. of their own, aliquid 
amplius, God -hath given two Sacraments, 
they add five more, God hath given.one. 
way toexpiate lin, they find'out more, as 
Maſles, Pilgrimjages, &c.- So here to the: 
memorials of Chriftwhich God hath com. 
manded, wewill add, aliquid awplins, Hoſe. 
8. 14. Iſrael hath forgottea his Maker, -and 
bnildeth Temples-:\t is ſtrange. he ſhould be 
found fault with for building Temples;yes, 
if God wilt have but one Temple, and they. 
build more; it is called a forgetting his May 
ker; ſofor building Aitats,verſcs 1. Gualter., 
If the written word of God be not arule 
to dire us, how: far ſhall we run? and; 
where ſhall we ſtop: Ifitcamot be manife= 
ſted by ſcripture or by argitments derived, 
from Scripture, we may as well obſerveall 
the Papiſts unwritten Traditions, Specious, 
in Images into Chyrches, and then a reve 


pretenees of loveto religion, firſt broughn, 
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rent efteem of the-Perſons they reprefent- 
ed brought in worthip of Images; And an 
1H-gaided loveto Chriſt brought in the a- 
doration of his Mother; and fo Idolatry 
eame in with a-fide-wind, the fame which 


hath ufhered in this Chriſtmas day. Give - 


way to this, and I pray tell me where we 
ſhall ſtop. - Jeremi. 10.3. The cuſtomes of the 
people are. vain, We may invent a thouſand 
ſeveral ſorts of ſervices toalmighty God, 
and urgeour zeale to his ſervice, and our 
gocd meanings, and as much as is faid in de- 
fence of this ſolemnity, and yet all will in 
the end meet with that objurgation, | 
ms bec a manu veſtra poſtulavit ? 

If we have not Scripture forour rule, 
there will be no bounds to our ſervices. I 
will add a word more, (though no Argu- 
ment) It is a ſoſemnity which God did ne- 
ver bleſle, it hath been kept like the hea- 


then Bacchanalia,diceing and drinking,fool- 


ing and lewdnefle, as if the Chriſtians God 


wereamaſter of Revelz,the Divell hath had 


for the moſt part move ſervicein thetwelve 
- Hayes then Godin the twelve moneths. 
_ -* Maſter Mocket hath' alfo written a Book 
on this ſubje&. And read Maſter Baxters 
Arguments. Whatever concerned our Sa- 
-mour Chriſt, which the holy Ghoſf thought 


 ſolemnity. 


| -.. + done no worſe thin ngs chen taking away this 
539;  feſtivall, we ſhoul 
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fit to makeknown, is exaftly liddownin 
Scripture: As 1. The Townwhere hewas 
born. 2.What Houſe? An Inn. .3.The 
inthe Inn, a fable, where he was laid in the 
mahtger. 4.Yea,a further particular is men- 
tioned, the very cloaths hewas  wraptin. 
Luk. 2. But for the time! ze y20. as fore- 
ſeeing our diſtemper. Yet is therea 

averineſs in people from letting goe- this 


1 Onereaſon may be, becauſe of our” na» 
curall inclination (eſpecially i in Journ to 
merriments,gamings,and ſuch kind of gant». 
bols as are ordinarily the chief keeping © 
Chriſtmas. 2. Another reaſon may be be- 
cauſe: it: was. forbidden by that Authority 
who were guilty of introduceing ſo great 
evils among'us, a5 in the farearbireaty O0-. 
vernment ; and in the Church contempt . 
of Gods Ordinances, &c. Now when the 
pevple faw this ſolemnity checkt by: ſuch 2 
men ; Qxis tulerit Gratchos ?They thought 
ſure it was done onas litle grounds as ſorhe* 
other things then removed. Burt if they had- 


not have had ſo muck 
-cafiſe to mournunder their miſgovernment 


Ohjet. Oh but the- Angels in heavenires. 


o keep ins fa /UIyGs fr ls bivth F- -Jaſt 
n js the theP Ior the Virgin Mary, we 
22 my rou doe too much, tm honour of Chris 
Jef ed Mother? Reſp. Yes, if we give her 
teh honout as God dark not approve of; 
ſv 3 Ut this caſe: Ts , conſider the 
Airy inconveniences attending hereupon 
= muſt neglettheir calfings dives nl 
r to ſpend theic 'time in fooling, 


I breck the Fontiind, which faith 6.days - 


Balt chon labout. 
* Object. A cime of _ xation 1rom hr] IS but 


"26m nicht once urthe: Noe Semul #1 Anno ridet 
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& 7 Tf FL be Srancd, it 1 uſt be upon a civil 


Toy "not. on a religicus accotifit, | 
= 'TEwe a& withour ground from hel writen word. 
” of God, if it b-in ſperitual rhings ir ſoon becomes - 
8 | wikeyort [s finx<rwporals we are ont r of Go ds way | 
> and {aut v4 his pro'ettion. 
- Otjeft. Why was nor this Jockr i into o before, baye. 
- we not hrd truch among us till now 27 |! 
2 Reſp. Doe not corrupticts grow n any Church | 
© and:uen there muſt be a_rime ro.remove then þ+ 2 
We "E-hapen be God we ke: p {undamenrtals; Ir was A 2 
- way the will of God thar Adalrery ſh:uld be pars, bh, __: 
A Xt he Kd with death, yer bachir a: fo by bE,; law- 


